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Whether volunteering in Mississippi,
learning in classes, or feUowshipping
with friends, students and faculty
bring God's shalom to those around

them •

•

The end of another year

Bringing shalom to the world around us
Each year the final chapels of
the semester
are given by
graduating seniors. The following
is from one of these chapels.
Chuck Adams

Weare

in thebusiness

of learning at Dordt College,
equipping ourselves for lives of
service in the kingdom of God.
Although not everyone likes the
military image that is sometimes
used, being in college is like being in boot camp or basic training. We' re ....
training to give our
entire lives to service in the
kingdom of God.
At Dordt we've learned that
shalom is an important part of
equipping ourselves for service.
Shalom, often translated simply
as peace, is used frequently in the
Old Testament. And although
shalom is probably not something
that we talk about often, its effect
is evident in the lives of students
and faculty at Dordt College.
I learned much about the idea
of shalom while I was on the

American Studies Program in
Washington, O. C. Shalom as it is
used in the Bible in a Hebrew
sense means more than peace as
we think of it in North America.
The word shalom is used 250
times in the Old Testament, many
of those in the book of Genesis.
Shalom is a broad word with
many different meanings. Shalom
has to do with well-being, with
good health-bnth
mentally and
emotionally. It is used to talk
abnut safety and the security of
God's people. It is used to denote
harmonious relationships between
people. It is also used to talk
abnut a full, complete life and dying at a good old age. And it is
used to talk abnut victory over the
enemies of God.
Shalom is an active and positive
word. It is not a passive, negative
word.
Shalom is God's intention for
the created order. It is used in
Genesis when God proclaimed
that the creation was very good.
That was true shalom.

As we look forward to our lives
outside of Dordt, the idea of
shalom as God's intention for
creation is very important. In
Leviticus, at the end of the
holiness code, God promised
abundance, security, and his
presence to his people if they kept
his shalom.
Although God is the source of
shalom, we the people of God are
the ones responsible for the existence or absence of shalom in
society. This is the covenant of
peace between God and humans;
we are the people of the covenant.
Through Christ's resurrection
and the power of the Holy Spirit
we have been given the power to
transform, to redeem creation for
the kingdom of God, and to give
it a renewed spirit of shalom.
In our discussions of shalom at
the American Studies Program
we talked about the need to
transform creation in three different areas: nature (agriculture,
the environment, the sciences),
society
(politics,
family,

teaching), and humanity and its
fruits (language, art, literature).
Those three areas made me
think abnut the three divisions at
Dordt College:
the natural
science division,
the social
science
division.
and the
humanities division. It struck me
that there really is a connection
between what we are doing at
Dordt College and what we must
do to transform the kingdom.
We're being equipped for the
transformation of creation, for
doing the work of God. Our
education at Dordt equips us to
transform all sectors of the
kiugdom and to show God's
shalom.
God is the God of peace. He
promised to bless us and keep us
and give us his shalom. We have
a big challenge in front of us as
we go out into the world outside
of Dordt College. We are all
responsible
to bring God's
shalom to the world around us.
May the God of peace be with
you. Shalom.
0

"God is the source
of shalom, yet we
the people of God
are the ones
responsible for the
existence or absence
of shalom in
society."
1
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Faculty news
Westfield
Center for Early
Keyboard Studies at Smith College
in
Northampton,
Massachusetts. The recitals were
performed on several different
fortepianos patterned after instruments built for Mozart by Anton Walter, Vienna, ca. 1780.
Many of the fortepiano builders
were present at a large exhibit of
the instruments.
Dr, James Schaap, professor
of English, led a workshop at the
Christian Writers conference held
at Calvin College in April. The
Des Moines Register recently
printed an article by Schaap
reflecting on the Kent State killings twenty years ago.

Delmar Vander Zee

The professional involvements
of Dordt faculty members outside
of the classroom. reveal Dordt's
commitment to provide educational leadership in the Christian
community as well as among its
own students. By sharing these

activities, we hope to provide
fellow Christians with further
resources. ideas. and encouragement as they work to be of service
in Christ's kingdom.

Dr. Delmar Vander
Zee,
biology professor, addressed a
biology department seminar at
Augustana College in Sioux
Falls, South Dakota, on "The
Dynamic Chloroplast." Vander
Zee, along with agriculture professors Chris Goedhart and Ron
Vos, has received a third year of
funding from the Leopold Center
for Sustainable Agriculture to
continue studying groundwater
and soil nitrogen.
Henry Duitman, music professor, was one of 40 participating
conductors
at the
American Symphony Orchestra
League Conductors Workshop in
Ann Arbor, Michigan, in late
March. Master teachers at the
workshop included Gustav Meier
and Gunter Herbig.
Dr. Joan Ringerwole,
professor of music, attended a conference and festival of recitals on
Haydn piano sonatas at the

riculum" for teachers at the CSI
District VI spring meeting.
Theatre arts professor John
Hofland was commissioned to
design and make two special

The Help-Me-Hurt-Me-Beastie-Friend

costumes for the CLIMB Theatre
of Minneapolis.
The two
characters, the Hurt-Me-HelpMe-Beastie-Friend
and the
Gnieb, are main characters in
CLIMB Theatre's children's production
of "Terry's
Most
Magical Video Voyage," a production funded by Blue Cross
Blue Shield for five to eight year
olds. The play shows children the
importance of healthy living and
how to take care of themselves.

Pam De Haan, adjunct professor of music, judged the state
Honors Choir auditions in South
Dakota this spring.

As part of Mathematics
Awareness Week, Dr. Calvin
Jongsma,
professor
of
mathematics,
spoke on the
Fibonacci Sequence to senior
students at Unity Christian Higli
School, Orange City, Iowa;
Sioux Center High School; and
Western Christian High School,
Hull, Iowa.

--

David and Jerilyn Schelhaas,
English professors, led sectionals
on "Writing Across the Cur-

Rev. Wayne Kobes will be on
leave for two years, pursuing
doctoral studies at Florida State
University.
Beginning next fall, John Kok,
professor of philosophy, will be
editor of the Dordt College
faculty journal, Pro Rege. He
replaces Dr. Russell Maatrnan,
who retires this year (see article
on page four).

Dr. Paulo Ribeiro, professor
of engineering, was asked to
analyze the Harmonic Distortion
measurements of the Static Compensator recently installed at
CHESF, the hydro electric company that supplies energy to the
north and northeast of Brazil.
Ribeiro also prepared the document, "Harmonic Voltage Summation of Randomly-Varying
Vectors," which will be used in
harmonic studies at CHESF.

Martin
Dekkinga,
communications professor, served as
guest critic at the Iowa High
School Association's
12th individual events all-state festival
held on April 9 at the University
of Northern Iowa.

Iowa governor Terry Branstad.

A sculpture by art instructor
Bruce Johnson was exhibited in
the Sioux County Arts Council
Building as part of centennial
festivities that included a visit by

Dr. J. B. Hulst spoke at the
•'Easter Conference" sponsored
by the Christian Reformed Churches of Winnipeg, Manitoba, on
April 13, 14, and 15. He also
spoke at a promotional banquet of
the Valley Christian High School
in Tempe, Arizona, on May 3
and delivered the commencement
address at Mid-America Reformed Seminary on May 19.
Dr. Rick Eigenbrood,
professor of education, was the
featured speaker at the Iowa
Association of Non-Public School
Administrators spring meeting on
April 27. His speeches were titled
"Serving At-Risk Students in
Non-Public
Schools"
and
"Counseling Programs for NonPublic Schools."
D
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Dr. J.B.Hulst

"For most of the
years of Dordt's
existence, the tension
between college and
its constituents
remained a healthful
tension."

The Most recent publication by
the Dordt Press is The History of
Dordt College: The B.J. Haan
Years, written by Dr. Mike
. Vanden Bosch of the Dordt College English department.
We take this opportunity to
thank Dr. Vanden Bosch for
writing this history, and we urge
those associated with Dordt to
buy and read this very interesting
book. It is important that as
board, faculty, students, and administration we are reminded of
how, with God's blessing, Dordt
began and developed to the
present. Those of us at the college
today cannot truly understand or
effectively serve the institution
unless we are aware of and sensitive to its past.
One of the most striking
paragraphs in the book is found
in the "Postlude" where Vanden
Bosch observes that "Dordt College professors
were never
isolated in an ivory tower . . .
they were always aware first of
the biblical demands, and then of

the consciences of fellow Christians that could not be ignored. "
I believe that has been true in the
past, and I am convinced that it
must continue to be the case in the
future.
As Vanden Bosch indicates, the
Dordt faculty members have
always had a dual citizenship. On
the one hand, they have been part
of an academic, professional
community, "sharing ideas with
other scientists, economists, or
literary scholars." On the other
hand, they have lived within a
larger context made up of churches, Christian schools, and the
local community. " ... but they
were not allowed to isolate the
one life from the other."
Dordt's statement of purpose
declares that "the communal
nature of the academic enterprise
must constantly come to the
fore. " How true!
Obviously it is important that
each faculty member function as
a part of the academic community
as a member of a department, a
division, the college faculty, and

the
Christian
academic
community-at-large.
Each
academician has a contribution to
make to the community as a
whole; but, at the same time, each
person needs the direction, correction, encouragement, and support of the larger academic
community.
It is also important, however,
that the academicians stay close
to the community made up of
families, churches, and schools
that is often called "the constituency. " These two groups mnst
not be isolated from one another.
They must speak to and listen to
one another, because they need
each other. The constituency
needs the academicians for the
leadership and insight they can
provide. The academicians need
the constituency for counsel and
encouragement.
Sometimes I hear the academic
community complain about the
constituency-and sometimes I do
that too. At other times I hear
constituents complain about administrators, faculty, students-

and sometimes I do that too . But
all of us must stop complaining
about one another. Instead of
speaking about, we must speak to
one another-always
in love.
Complaining about one another
will hinder us in our work, but
speaking and listening to one
another in love will enable us to
advance the educational purposes
of Dordt College.
Vanden Bosch describes some
of the tensions that developed
between the college and the constituency. To a certain extent
those tensions developed because
of condescension on the part of
the college and because of suspicion on the part of the constituency. But he concludes by noting
that, for most of the years of
Dordt's existence, "the tension
between college and its constituents remained a healthful tension." We must pray and work
together as college and constituency so that the relationship,
even when tense, may remain
healthful.
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"The greatest technique brought to the least worthy purpose"
David Schelhaas

Almost
any time I stay in
the den to watch Saturday Night
Live with my teenage son, I am
struck by the fact that at least one
of the
sketches
exhibits
deplorably bad taste. Often after
watching SNL I feel a little bit
dirty, as if I have just reveled in
evil or shared in the exaltation of
perversity. The particular word
that comes to my mind is
decadence. When I say this to my
son he gives me a long-suffering
look as if to suggest that what we
have here is a bad case of old
fogeyism.
I ask him if he knows what
decadence means and he replies,
"Well, sort of." Seeing an opening, I embark on a brief teaching
expedition. But the word is
elusive, hard to get hold of. So
I decided to put my thoughts
about decadence on paper.
The word decadence,
of
course, comes from the root word
decay. At one level that's what
decadence is. Decay. Deterioration. An emphasis on the morbid
and perverse. With this definition
comes images of Roman orgies
and French court life under Louis
XIV, scenes from contemporary
horror movies, and for me, the
opening sequence of SNL.
But there's more to the word
than that. In a Saturday Review of
Literature article a few years ago,
Carll Tucker called decadence
"The rejection of what is [the ordinary, the familiar, the popular]
in favor of the fantastic distortions of reality appreciated by the
cognoscenti only." Tucker gives
rococo architecture and some of
the drug induced poetry of
Baudelaire as examples.
But his definition makes me
think of the bizarre excesses of
Punk Rock styles. You know
what I mean, kids with their hair
colored pink and blue and white,
shaved completely on one side,
and pointing out twelve inches
due east at another spot, and a
safety pin gleaming from the left
nostril. Or I think of some rock
videos, the kind of stuff that is the
fare of MTV, surreal, nonsequential
camera
shots
understood, if at all, only by the
cognoscenti.
j

David Schelbaas teaches English at
Dordt CoUege •

I am still, however, attacking
the icons of teenage culture. Let
me move on to a third definition
of decadence:
"The greatest
technique brought to the least
worthy purpose ... This, it seems
to me, is the most useful definition for our time. I read it
recently in a Rolling Stone
Magazine book of photos of

movie and rock stars. The
greatest technique applied to the
least worthy purpose. How apt,
I thought.
Especially
in a
capitalistic system that produces
so much that is superfluous. I
started to think of how many
other products in our culture
might be classified as decadent by
that definition: aloe-scented toilet
paper, Nintendo and all such
video games, football's instant
replay. You make your own list.
Near the top of my list is the
new presidential airplane called
by some the Taj Mabal, which,
when totaled, will cost American
taxpayers over a billion dollars.
The plane (actually there are two
of them), which neither Reagan
nor Bush asked for, will have
seven lavatories, ~S telephones,
four computers,
two copy
machines, 57 antennas, and 238
miles of electrical wire. The ceiling of the President's bedroom
will be designed for intravenous
hooknps, and tie-down hardware
for a casket is ready in the
bedroom annex.
But the element of our culture
that epitomizes this kind of
decadence is without a doubt the
television commercial, the thirtysecond spot. First of all, a single
commercial can cost up to a half
million dollars to make-often
more than an entire show. In this
commercial all the techniques of
film-making that were gradually
developed and perfected during
this century are painstakingly applied. These techniques combine
with everything known about the
human psyche and everything that
is known about manipulation and
persuasion. Teams of highly paid
writers, psychologists, and video
and sound technicians combine
their creative and analytic talents
to persuade us-five-year-old
children, teenagers, young and
old adults-to
buy breakfast
cereal or deodorant or beer or
soap or sanitary napkins. Indeed,
the greatest technique applied to
the least worthy cause.
The novelist John Updike,
observing
all this applied
psychology, technology, and artistry, has dubbed our age the
Golden Age of the Thirty Second
Spot. He notes that great art
comes in clumps. Just as the
Golden Age of Pericles in Greece
produced the great drama of
Western Civilization, just as
music reached a culmination in
Germany during the time from
Bach to Brahms, just as Dutch
painting in the 17th century and

Russian fiction in the 19th century experienced golden ages, so
today we live in the golden age
of the thirty second spot.
"A thousand years ago," says
Updike, "crucifixes were foci of
fervent attention, and for centuries what men knew of the nude
male form and of human agony
and dignity sought expression
through the [anonymous] crucifix
carver's
hands."
Today our
anonymous artists and artisans
make commercials.
Updike continues, "With that
fanatic care with which Irish
monks once ornamented the Book
of Kells, glowing images of
youthful beauty and athletic
prowess, of racial harmony and
exalted fellowship, are ... fluidly
marshaled and shuffled to persuade us that a certain beer or
candy bar, or insurance company
or oil-based conglomerate is, like
the crucified Christ... in other
times and places, the gateway to
the good life."
It makes one wonder which age
is the dark one.
But why make a fuss about our
decadence? Well, it's good to remind ourselves that the decadence
of our culture does not only reside
with a lunatic fringe called Punk
or a wealthy fringe exemplified
by Malcolm Forbes's birthday
party. It is at the very heart of our
culture.
And we should also remember
this: while the best minds of our
times are devising new ways to
con five-year-olds into nagging

their parents to buy sugar-coated
cereal, other five-year-olds are
starving to death. While millions
of dollars are spent creating a
home in the sky for President
Bush,
low-cost
housing
is
unavailable for millions of poor
people who have no place on
earth to lay their heads. While
each new summer is heralded by
new suntan lotions and new commercials of sultry beauties luring
us to the beach for the perfect tan,
the greenhouse effect gets worse,
and almost no one cares.
At this moment the great tide
of capitalism that produces so
much that is trivial and useless
gathers momentum as it prepares
to inundate Eastern Europe. Certainly the challenge for Christians
to tum the world upside down
must sound and resound. But
sometimes the task seems so huge
and hopeless that one is tempted
instead to simply curl up and sing
that lovely old hymn, "Change
and decay in all around I see. In
life, in death, oh Lord, abide with
me."
D

Norm Matheis

"The decadence of
our culture does not
only reside with a
lunatic fringe -,called
Punk or a wealthy
fringe exemplified by
Malcolm Forbes's
birthday party. It is
at the very heart of
our culture."
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Maatman retires from teaching, continues

N,

I remember Dr. Maatman almost as
an "academic father" while at
Dordt. He encouraged me to do
things I thought I was incapable of
doing-like
presenting papers at
scientific meetings. He cared about
me as a person, not just a chemistry
major. Dr. Maatman was one of the
best instructors I have had. He was
knowledgeable and respected in his
field, yet he could relate to students
who were struggling to understand
the subject. He was always available
to help in his little windowless office.
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"Besides the scientific expertise and
the research grants
he brought to the
college, Haan says,
Maatman was truly
a liberal arts man."

1962 James Meredith
enrolled at the University of
Mississippi. And .in 1962 Dr.
Russell Maatrnan and his wife,
Jean, decided to leave the University of Mississippi and come to
Dordt College.
It was a difficult time to live in
the South, recal1s Maatrnan. "We
had been in Mississippi for five
years and really planned to stay
longer." After taking a stand and
defending Meredith, Maatrnan' s
life was not easy. Distrusted and
harassed by neighbors and even
some fellow church members, the
Maatmans decided that their five
children needed to grow up in a
safer environment. They made
their decision one Sunday morning on the way home from
church. That evening two people
were randomly killed by gunfire.
"Earlier that year friends had
urged me to consider applying to
Dordt, but we decided to stay in

with other Reformed Christian
colleagues and especially from
working alongside Haan.
Haan."
"Much of what I have written
Maatman came for an interview and was excited about the could not have been done had I
prospect of teaching chemistry at not spent these years at Dordt,"
he says. But more than that, he
a Reformed Christian institution.
In the previous 14 years he had learned to appreciate Abraham
Kuyper's notion of the 'kleine
taught at De Pauw University,
luyden.' "People often have the
worked for Mobil Oil in New
right gut feelings about issues,
Jersey, and taught at the Univereven when they don't know why
sity of Mississippi.
"But Rev. Haan insisted that I . and can't articulate the reason .' ,
That is because the Spirit gives
bring my wife to visit Sioux
wisdom and discernrnent to those
Center before making a decision.
who believe, Maatman says.
He knew how important it was
The other highlight that stands
for both spouses to want to
out for Maatman is the research
come. "
he was able to do with students.
Jean Maatrnan, also a chemist
Under grants from such organizathen home with the Maatrnans'
tions as the Atomic Energy Comfive children, needed little convincing, says her husband with a mission, the Research Corporachuckle. Having grown up on a tion, the Petroleum Research
Fund, and the National Science
farm in Ohio, she looked forward
Foundation, Maatman and his
to living in a rural community.
students
published
over 20
Former president Rev. B.J.
Haan remembers Maatman' s papers. They worked during the
coming well. "We were so ex- school year and often during
cited about the possibility of getsummers.
Students learned much more
ting someone with his expertise,"
than chemistry from such exhe recalls. "Maatman had eight
periences; they found a professor
students working under him, six
on a master's degree and two in who took personal interest in their
doctoral programs. We were a growth as individuals and as
young institution with only one scholars.
Mary Poel ('74), a chemistry
Ph.D. on the faculty."
major and today a medical docBesides the scientific expertise
and the research
grants he tor in New Mexico, says of Maatman, "It wasn't until I got to
brought to the college, Haan says,
graduate school that I began to
Maatman was truly a liberal arts
appreciate another trait of his.
man. "He read widely-you
When Paul Mahaffy and I worked
could hold a conversation with
on a research project for him, he
him on anything. He was a very
listed us as coauthors rather than
important presence on commitjust acknowledging our work in
tees: he caught the Reformational
a footuote at the end of the paper.
vision and became a leader in the
He encouraged us to work to our
faculty. "
maximum ability and respected us
Looking back on his 27 years
at Dordt, Maatman says he for it. "
Pam Veltkamp ('84), who is
benefited much from working
Mississippi,"
says Maatman.
"Now I contacted President B.J.

finishing her Ph.D. this summer
and will replace Maatman at
Dordt next year, wrote, "1 would
like to thank Dr. Maatrnan for introducing me to research and
whetting my interest in it by hiring me for two summers as a
research assistant. I'm also glad
he introduced me to the American
Scientific
Affiliation,
an
organization of Christians in the
sciences .' ,
Dr. Larry Louters ('71), a professor of chemistry at Calvin College recalls Maatman's
willingness to help students. "I
remember that his office was
located off the physical chemistry
laboratory. Often the laboratory
lights would be off, but Dr. Maatman's office lights would be on
and his door open, inviting
students in. He always had time
for his students and his interest
went beyond chemistry."

As a freshman I remember
going in to talk to Dr. Maatman. It struck me as rather
odd and yet not atypical that
instead of heating water for
coffee in a hot pot or coffee
maker, he used a laboratory
beaker and a hot plate!
Pam Veltkamp
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There were times though, when
Maatman had to rescue his
students.
Because
of one
conscientious group of students,
who often worked late into the
night, Maatman was roused out
of bed at 1:00 a.m. to verify their
intentions. Having forgotten to
get a key to the lab, they tried to
climb through a window. The
police dragged them over to
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Maatman's to check their story.
Maatman's field is physical
chemistry.
"My work and

the first place where he felt he
could identify with the whole in-

research has always been on the
theoretical side in contrast to ex-

of a few warts here and there.
The college has obviously grown
and changed in the 27 years since
Maatman came. West Hall and
the president's home were being
built in 1963, he recalls. The
older part of the classroom
building housed all other college
programs. He remembers the anticipation of moving into the new
science building in 1968, and as
we walk through the nearly completed new addition to the science
building, he quietly remarks, "I
haven't had much to do with this
project since I knew I'd soon be

perimental research, " says Maatman. Within physical chemistry,
most of his research has been in
catalysis.
Since 1983, however, Maatman has concentrated more on
foundational issues in science
than technical research. "Christians in the natural sciences
should not stop at 'Earth Day'
kinds of actions,"
he says.
"More needs to be done to see
what faith means for the heart of
the sciences."
Maatman points out to his
students that seeing the unity in
creation helps them understand
the structures that make up the
world. His books, The Bible,
Natural Science, and Evolution,
Uniry in Creation, and Chemistry:
A Gift of God are attempts to
work out of this framework.
Dordt College has a special
place in Maatman' s heart.
"Dordt is a school that from the
top down tries to approach all
disciplines in a Christian way,"
he says. "It is not eclectic as so
many colleges are. Although

there are some variations in approach, I have always felt that as
a college we are working toward
a common goal. " Of the different
places he has worked Dordt was

stitution, Maatman says, in spite

leaving .' ,
But for Maatman the most
significant change on campus has
been in the faculty. "The level of
scholarly activity has gone way
up. More people are writing and
doing important work in their
fields. " Such work, he believes,
has had a positive influence on the
integration of faith and learning
in many disciplines.
Maatman will miss leachingespecially working and discussing
with students and faculty. But he
is eagerly looking forward to
picking up the pace of his writing
and research. For next year he
will remain a fellow of Dordt's
Studies Institute. "And, " he
says, "I'll still be around a bit. "

Three alumni
pay tribute to
Dr. Russell Maatman

As

educators we all hope to have an impact on the
lives of our students. such that our work lives beyond our
years of teaching. More important than the research we do
and the new discoveries we make, is the heritage we provide for our students. Dr. Maatman has made such an impact and has provided such a heritage. As a teacher, he was
excited about chemistry, he provided research opportunities
for his students, and he sensitized and challenged us to relate
our faith and our chemistry.
Dr. Larry Louters ('71) is professor of chemistry at Calvin College.

I

attended several scientific meetings with Dr. Maatman and was always impressed by how respected he was
among his colleagues. He was always open in his belief in
creation and in a loving God who had ordered the physical
universe. Although this point of view was always obvious
in class, to me it was more important that his beliefs were
obvious to his academic peers.
Dr. Mary Poel ('74) is a medical doctor in New Mexico.

In anticipating my new position as chemistry professor
at Dordt next fall, I find myself a bit nervous. I think that
not a little of it is due to knowing whose shoes I must fill.
Pam Veltkamp ('84) will teach chemistry at Dordt next year.

o

Dordt chemistry majors have 100%
acceptance rate into medical school
D

ordt chemistry majors
who have chosen to apply to
medical school have a 100 percent acceptance rate.
More than 75 percent of Dordt
chemistry majors have gone to
receive advanced degrees.
More than 50 percent of Dordt
chemistry majors have received
or are working toward M.D.s or
Ph.D.s.
Such statistics speak highly of
the education chemistry majors
have received at Dordt College
for the last twenty-five years.
They are also a tribute to the
work of Dr. Russell Maatman
and Dr. Edwin Geels of the
chemistry department, both of
whom have taught at Dordt for
many years.
But the statistics are also a
tribute to the students who have
chosen to major in chemistry.
Chemistry-is a difficult discipline,
says Maatman, and almost
without exception the majors
Maatman worked with were very
good students.
"They were the kind of people

who you didn't have to talk into
things," he says. "They knew
what they wanted and worked for

it. ..
Many chemistry majors are
also interested in mathematics. In
fact, Maatman recalls one or two
students who double majored in
math and chemistry.
"If you did a GPA analysis of
chemistry majors, I am sure they
would rank near the top of the list
of students in any major," he
adds.
0

"They were the kind
of people who you
didn't have to talk
into things.... They
knew what they
wanted and worked
for it."
5
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Dordt secretarial grads are in demand

~

"One of the most
important goals
is to graduate
students who can
pick up a manual
and learn any new
program or piece of
equipment that
comes their way."

Sally Jongsma
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their toes to keep abreast of the
times.
The day of the personal
secretary is passing, too, Attema
adds. Shorthand has given way to
dictation
machines.
Adassistants
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secretarial pools are the way of
the future. Computers of various
brands and capabilitieshave taken
over in all but the smallest offices. And they keep changing.
"We can no longer just teach
secretarial studentshow to use office equipment, we need to teach
them how to learn," Attema continues. One of the most important
goals of hisjob, he believes, is to
graduate students who can pick
up a manual and learn any new
program or piece of equipment
that comes their way.
Reports from graduates of the

One
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structors in Dordt' s secretarial
science program must stay on

ministrative

"Credit for the
success of Dordt's
business education
graduates goes to
both the state-of-theart equipment
available to students
and the liberal arts
core courses they
must take."

(

The
stereotypical secretary with her shorthand pad
perched on her crossed leg is
largely a thing of the past, says
Art Attema, professor of business
education at Dordt. So much has
changed in the last decade that in-

(

Dordt's business education
graduates goes to both the stateof-the-art equipment available to
students and the liberal arts core
courses they must take, says Attema. This liberal arts emphasis
makes Dordt unique among
business education programs.
Almost all of the students
grumble at one point or another

that such an

about a history or science course

approach pays off. Attema tells of
one alumna who began working
for a firm that had a good computer system but used it only for
mailing. She asked for a manual
and within a few weeks she not
only had a new terminal at her
desk, but had transferred many of
the company's operations to the
computer system.
Examples like this have made
Dordt secretarial
students
welcome in businesses and companies across the country. "We
have a high placement rate," says
Attema. In fact some employers
contact him any time they have an
opening. One contact in Minneapolis has promised a job to
any graduate Attema recommends.

they have to take, says Attema.
Yet responses to questionnaires
sent to former graduates overwhelminglypoint to these courses
as a more important part of their
preparation than they ever
thought it would be.
"The value of liberal arts
courses is beyond describing,"
writes one, athough she admits
that she wondered about it as a
student. "The liberal arts program builds character and providesamorewell-roundededucation and builds a more wellrounded person," writes another.
"I found employers were more
impressed with the associate of
arts degree from a liberal arts college than a degree from a
technical school."

encourage your students to get a
good liberal arts background so
that if they wish to return to college later, they have a good start.
Here in the city, many secretaries
hold bachelor's degrees or even
more! Even my two A.A.'s do
not help me in promotions, I have
to prove myself."
Some two-year students decide
to continue their education at
Dordt after completing requirements for the two-year
degree. "Usually ten to 15 percent of our students decide to go
for a bachelor's degree," says
Attema. Many go into communications or business in
preparation

for

a

more

managerial position.
Whatever their eventual
destinationthese students not only
know "how to learn" as Attema
says, but they also have a firm
background in the most common
software programs used today.
Computers are used in almost
every class. The main business
education classroom has 32 IBM
PC stations able to run either as
individualPCs using disks or networked to give access to a wide
classrooms
variety of programs on hard disk.
;;;;;:~~~c:r:ed:l_·t_fo_r_th_e__s=u=cc=e=s=S_O_f::;i1l1An::;O~lldelrialrrumnasaYS'''IWouid
Students also work in a smaller
lab containing a network of eight
Macintoshes. Both labs have access to a qualitydot matrix ptinter
as well as a laser printer.
"And we still have a lab with
typewriters, dedicated word processing

machines,

and other

traditional office equipment so
that those who go into offices
with older equipment are at least
familiar with a variety of
machines, ,. says Attema.
Attema also keeps software upto-date. At present students are
very familiar with three of the
most popular programs used in
companies today: Word Perfect
for word processing; Lotus 1-2-3
for spreadsheets; and Microsoft
Works, an integrated program
combining

6

spreadsheets, data base, graphics,

see
gro
anc
bot

and communications
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Art Attema beads Dordt's business education program, answering questions that range from how to retrieve a file to why
a disk covered with chalk dust won't work.

word

processing,

abilities

under one menu structure.

wat

Each time a significant change
is made in one of these software
programs Dordt updates its version, too. And through reading,
workshops, and contact with
graduates, Attema and other computer support personnel Keep current with new technologies.
Dordt is committed to staying
on the cutting edge of technology
by hiring experts to maintain and
update college equipment. "We
are ahead of many schools in the
kinds of equipment our students

rna

use," says Attema.

Diane Krikke, a secretary at
Oostra, Bierma, and Schouten
Law Offices in Sioux Center,
appreciates the variety of computer equipment she learned to
use as a student. "Working on a
variety of machines made the
move to the office easier," she
says, and adds, "Using several
different types of cumputers
makes changing from one system
to another less intimidating."
Oostra, Bierma, and Schouten
employ two other Dordt
graduates. Kathy Sybesma appreciated the instruction in simple office procedures-everything
from sorting mail and prioritizing
work to making decisions about
what to do yourself and what to
delegate. Shirley Den Hartog
says, "I chose Dordt's program
because I wanted a well-rounded
education, and I got it. We are
constantly editing and rewording
as we .type letters; the granunar
backround is crucial."
A new group of graduates has
just left Dordt ready to begin their
careers in the business world.

They will likely end up in as
diverse locations and offices as

their fellow alumnae-from a
legal secretary in California to a
bank administrative assistant in

Ontario, Canada.

0

hap

me
Lit

19'

fer
Hu
Co
issi

her
vivo

sch
tho
of
and
J

eve

-

Suffering and Survival
Conference remembers Nazi occupation of Holland
Iowa Humanities Board support will help bring World War II experts and Anne Frank Exhibit

World
events of the past
year have been exhilarating to
many. Most of us were stunned
and elated to see the Berlin Wall
collapse. But for those who lived
through the horror of World War
II, these events also inspired apprehension. Unable to blot out
still-vivid memories, the thought
of German
reunification
is
unsettling.

Concern grows when survivors
by
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see the increase in neo-Nazi hate
groups, racial violence, injustice,
and even denial of the Holocaust,
both in Germany and in other
countries across the globe. They
want to do everything possible to
make sure such atrocities never
happen again.
"Suffering and Survival: Commemorating the Occupation and
Liberation of The Netherlands,
1940-1945,"
a popular conference
sponsored
by the
Humanities Division of Dordt
College,
will address
these
issues. Drawing on the Dutch
heritage, the experience of survivors, and the expertise of
scholars, the conference will help
those who attend see the results
of bigotry, racism, and hatred,
and learn from history.
A highlight of the three-day
event will be the Anne Frank Ex-

hibit on loan from the American
Friends of the Anne Frank
Center, New York. The exhibit,
one of four copies of "Anne
Frank in the World: 1929-1945,"
created by the Anne Frank Center
in Amsterdam, will be on Dordt's
canapus for three weeks, from
September 26-0ctober
15.
The story begins in Frankfort
am Main in the 1920s, the home
of the Franks for generations. It
follows them to Amsterdam, tracing the rise of National Socialism,
the occupation of the Neth-

about this period of history by
visiting the exhibit.
But the Anne Frank exhibit is
only one part of the conference
activities. Internationally-known
scholars on the Dutch World War
II experience will speak: Herman
Ganzevoort, from the Unversity
of Calgary, will deliver the
keynote address on "The Effect
of the War Upon Dutch Immigration to North America;" Hans
Blom, a leading Dutch historian,
will speak on the war years; Andre Stein, a Hungarian Jew and
erlands, the concentration camps, author, will speak about European efforts to aid the Jews durand finally the liberation. Included in the display are over 800 ing World War ll; Michael
photographs of the period, a Hoorn, a historian at the University of Toronto and a documenmodel of the Secret Annex where
tary filmmaker, will speak about
the Franks lived for two years,
the liberation of Holland; and
and portions of the original diary.
This year's U.S. tour for
Babes Clinton, an author from
"Anne Frank in the World" in- . Los Angeles, will tell of her war
eludes shows in Worcester,
experiences in the Netherlands.
Sacramento,
Salt Lake City,
Rev. Nicholas Knoppers, a
Dutch immigrant to Canada
Pittsburgh, Dallas, Sioux Center,
San Diego, and San Antonio. In- decorated for valor during World
ternationally the exhibit will be in War ll, will deliver the opening
Moscow, London, Tel Aviv,
convocation.
The
play
.. Suspended
Madrid,
Brussels,
and
Sentence,"
a World War II
Melbourne.
Nearly 2000 junior high and Flemish play by Jozef Van
high school students will visit the Hoeck, will run through the conexhibit during the time it is on ference and on into the next
Dordt's campus, Thousands more
weekend. Films, displays, an
are expected to relive or learn organ recital, and oral histories

will be presented.
Academic
papers on "The War Years" will
be presented by members of the
Association for the Advancement
of Dutch American
Studies
(AADAS).
Organizers expect people from
the United States and Canada to
attend
the
conference.
Arrangements are being made to
set up bed-and-breakfast accommodations with local people. Participants can choose to stay in

Anne Frank, 1940

these homes or in area motels.
For more information contact:
Suffering and Survival
Henry De Groot
Dordt College
Sioux Center, Iowa 51250
British planes drep parcels of food
over Rotterdam, April 30, 1945.
(photos from the book .Anne Frrml
in the World)
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"Thousands are
expected to relive or
learn about this
period of history by
visiting the exhibit."
7

On campus

Geels presents breakthrough research in opto-electronics

A chip containing several thousand devices is placed on the stage below the
microscope. The light emerges through a hole in the stage and is deflected by a
45' mirror through the lens and into an optical fiber held by the stage Randy Geels
is shown adjusting.

Pastors' conference focuses
on history in preaching
Ministers

The History of Dordt
College: The B.].
Haan Years is now
available at the college book store.

Dordt
College engineering alumnus Randall Geels ('86)
presented
a breakthrough
achievement at the 1990 Optical
Fiber Communications
Conference in San Francisco in late
January. Now a graduate student
at the University of California
Santa Barbara (UCSB), Geels announced the development of the
world's most miserly surfaceemitting lasers by a university
research team. The lasers, or
SELs, require little more than a
thousandth of an amp to operate.
"We consider this a significant
step toward producing semiconductor lasers that can be used to
replace the wire connections used
in today' s high-speed circuitry
with optical beams or fibers,"
says Larry A. Coldren, professor
of materials and electrical and
computer engineering at UCSB.
Coldren headed up the research
team of which Geels was a part.
"A year ago most people did
not think this approach would

work. There were only a few
groups working along these
lines," he says. "Now it has
become a real horse race to see
who can be first to demonstrate
a truly practical device."
Geels
and other
UCSB
researchers have been working
for about three years on the
design they used. The chose a
vertical cavity SEL, or VCSEL,
which drew skepticism at first
because of the large amount of
current required to activate them.
The new VCSELs generate a
beam that shines perpendicularly
from the bottom of the chip on
which they are grown. They produce light in the infrared region
of the spectrum, a wavelength
similar to that used in remote control devices for televisions and
stereos. A chip that is a half inch
on a side can contain over a
million of these tiny light sources.
More work is needed to make
the VCSELs practical, but the
researchers are confident about
overcoming the problems. When

A

Dordt to
host
Synod
in 1991

from five

midwestern states gathered at
Dordt for the annual Spring
Pastors' Conference on April 16
and 17. Titled "Thus Saith the
Lord: The Proclamation of God's
Word Today," the event focused on the place of history in
preaching.
Dr.
Sidney
Greidanus,
currently professor of theology at
The King's College in Edmonton,
Alberta, spoke on "Redemptive
History
and
Preaching. "
Greidanus
is the author of
numerous articles and sermons,
as well as two books: Sola Scriptura: Problems and Principles in
Preaching Historical Texts and
The Modem Preacher and the
Ancient Text: Interpreting and
Preaching Biblical literature.
Greidanus will be an associate
professor of homiletics at Calvin
Seminary beginning in September
of 1990.
Rev. Henk deJong, a pastor in
the Nederlands Gereformeerde
Kerk in Zeist, The Netherlands,
was the second keynote speaker.
DeJong's address, titled "All
Under One Head, Christ", also
examined the place of history in
preaching.
DeJong has published a number
of books in biblical exegesis, the
last of which focuses on
Deuteronomy. Since 1971, he has
edited
Opbouw,
a weekly
magazine for churches. Del oog
teaches courses in Bible for the
Institute for Theological Study
Support and has taught in other
theological institutions over the
years.

Mike

perfected,
says Geels,
the
VCSELs will have a dramatic impact on conununications systems.
By using light beams instead of
wires to build integrated circuits,
the amount of information that
can be carried through a system
will increase threefold.
Geels plans to finish his doctoral program this year. Following completion of his dissertation
he will look for a position in industry in the growing field of
opto-electronics. "The National
Science Foundation is trying to
increase funding for research in
this area," he says. Companies
like ffiM and Hewlett Packard, as
well as the Defense department
will play an important role in this
research.
The UCSB project is funded by
portions of multi-investigator
contracts from the Defense Advanced Research Project Agency
and the Strategic
Defense
Initiative Organization by way of
the Army Research Office.
D

Vanden

Uosch

The Dordt College Press announces publication of A History
ofDordt College: The B.J. Haan Years, by Mike VandenBosch.
The 250-page chronicle has just been released and is on sale
in the college bookstore.
The history begins with the closing of Grundy College in
Grundy Center, Iowa, in 1934, an event that eventually led to
the establishment of Dordt in 1955. The author then follows
the college from 1955 through 1982 whim its founding president, the Revereod B. J. Haan, retired. The book recounts how
the college came to be and the steps that took it from its beginnings as a tiny junior college for the training of teachers to a
fully-accredited, four-year liberal arts college with 40 programs
and more than 1000 students.
Vanden Bosch describes the need for Christian teachers in
the Midwest in the 1930s and the vision early supporters of
Christian higher education had for filling that need by starting
a college. Chapter topics range from financial concerns to
misunderstandings of philosophy, from student activities and
uprisings to the horizons of hope for the eighties.

Synod 1991 of the Christian
Reformed Church will meet on
Dordt's campus next June.
Although it has been many years
since synod has met any place
other than Calvin College, there
is precedent for such a change according to an overture brought to
synod in 1987 by Classis Sioux
Center. In 1922 synod met in
Orange City, Iowa, and in 1965
synod met at Dordt.
The original overture suggested
that it would benefit other parts
of the denomination to have
synod in a different location and
asked that the meeting be held at
Dordt sometime within the next
five years. Due to multicultural
conferences running concurrently
with the first week of synod in
1988 and 1990 and concurrent
meeting dates of the Reformed
Church in America and the CRC
in 1989, 1991 was recommended.
An additional draw was the fact
that the city of Sioux Center
celebrates its centennial in 1991.
First CRC of Sioux Center will
be the convening church for
synod when it begins next June
10. Following the opening service Dordt will provide the
necessary facilities, staff, and services for all synodical meetings.
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On campus

Seniors praise Elderhostel program
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Nearly
as soon as Dordt College bade farewell to the regular
student residents, 37 senior
citizens were welcomed for a
week-loug stay, May 13-19.
Sixty may seem an unusual age
at which to begin college courses,
but the international program
called Elderhostel offers short
courses on college campuses
especially for people who are 60
and older.
Topics
offered
worldwide vary greatly, and lack
of formal education is no barrier.
The week was filled with
learning, both in classrooms and
out. The non-credit courses provided learning
opportunities
without the pressure of grades,
homework, and exams. Hostelers
lived in dormitories, ate in the
campus commons, and took part
in planned recreation and tours.
This was Dordt's second year
with the Elderhostel program.
Like last year, course offerings
were based on the theme of
heritage storytelling and were
taught
by Dordt
College
professors.
"Wooden Shoes in Prairie
Grass," taught by author James

C. Schaap, examined stories and
poems by Dutch American
writers. Theatre professor John
Hofland led .. Storytelling," instructing hostelers in techniques
of lively oral presentations-a
favorite
activity
last year.
Preserving your own history on
paper was the focus of "Instincts,
Memory, and Memoirs," led by
author Mike Vanden Bosch.
The 37 participants came to
Sioux Center from at least ten different states. Their homes were
as far away as California and
Texas, but most this year were
from the Midwest, including
Kansas, Michigan, and Illinois.
They were also a diverse group
with many different interests. A
calligraphy
specialist,
environmentalists,
quilters, runners, a chorus line dancer, and
singers were all represented.
The hostelers were serious
about learning and applying what
was taught,
says Rebecca
Niemeyer, coordinator of the
program. "Some were recording
family stories to pass to future
generations while others were
composing poetry or writing
memoirs."

One lady filled her backseat
with family memorabilia before
coming. Another took a slide
show of Northeast Iowa set to her
own poetry.
For study breaks, hostelers
toured local attractions, including
the annual Tulip Festival activities and parade in Orange
City. A Friday evening banquet
closed out the week's scheduled
events and proved to be a
highlight of the week. Many of
the participants performed at the

closing banquet: telling stories
about their childhood, courtship,
family trials or reading poetry
and stories written during the
week.
Like last year, the week
received high acclaim from all
who attended. "We like coming
to small colleges,"
said one
gentleman, praising the facilities
and the program. Everything
about
it was wonderfulespecially the instructors, said
another.
[]

Templeton lists Dordt on
Honor Roll for 2nd year
D
ordt College has been
selected to appear on The John
Templeton Foundation Honor
Roll for Character Building Colleges for 1990. This is the second
year in a row that Dordt has been
selected.
The Honor Roll is an annual
listing of those schools that "best
exemplify campuses that encourage the development
of
strong moral character among
students." It was compiled by

Elderhostel participants were part of
their own program at the concluding
banquet on Friday evening.

polling college and university
presidents
and directors
of
development of all four-year accredited institutions of higher
education across the country.
The Templeton Honor Roll is
published by the Templeton
Foundation to give future students
and their parents, as well as those
who wish to support higher
education, additional information
about institutions they choose to
attend or support.
[]
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Hockey team joins NCAA Conference

Vonda
Brands named
NAIA ScholarAthlete
Senior Vonda Brands has
received the NAIA ScholarAthlete Award for the second
year in a row. Vonda has been a
starter on the Dordt College
women's basketball team since
her freshman year, says coach
Len Rhoda. "She has worked
hard, played well, and shown real
leadership skills in her four years
on the team."
But more than being a good
basketball player Vonda has
maintained a 4.0 GPA during her
college years. "She is bright, articulate, and personable. In short
she represents everything we try
to promote in a student athlete,"
says Rhoda.
Vonda is a mathematics major
ready to begin teaching in the fall.
"My dad was a teacher," she
says, .. and I always thought I
would like to teach too." She will
begin her career next year at
Calvin Christian School in Minneapolis, teaching math, some
science,
and some physical
education courses. "I've thought
about going on to graduate
school-and
may still do that
some day-but for now I'm look-

Vonda Brands

ing forward to whatever next year
brings," she says.
During her four years at Dordt,
in addition to playing basketball
and studying, Vonda worked as
a tutor in the Academic skiils
Center. She also served as a student member on several administrative committees. "Playing basketball forced me to be
organized," she says. "If I had
a paper due and a heavy ganoe
schedule I knew I had to plan
ahead ...
Vonda encourages all students
to participate in some sport during their college years. To be a
part of a team, to meet people
from all over, to experience the
sense of comaradarie
that
develops is a rich experience, she
says.
[]

Beginning
next
fall
Dordt's hockey team will join the
Northern Conference of the Central States Hockey Association,
playing against NCAA Division
II schools such as Iowa State
University,
Northern
Iowa
University, South Dakota State,
and Carleton University. Playoffs
could pit Dordt against hockey
clubs from Notre Dame, Kansas
State University, or Washington
University .
"This is exciting for us and has
already brought several inquiries
from prospective students interested in playing hockey at that
level," says Bill Elgersma, admissions counselor and coach of
the team. One high school student
who wrote for information explained that he had heard about
Dordt's engineering and hockey
programs. He is interested in
both. Another student from
California heard about Dordt's
hockey program and wanted to
know more.
Dordt has always had many
Canadian players on its hockey
team. At present most players
come from either Canada or Minnesota. "But playing hockey
seems to be growing in several
areas in _the United States as
well," says Elgersma. For some
students it provides the extracurricular option that may make
them choose Dordt over another

liberal arts college.
In past years the hockey team
has traveled to Sioux Cityusually in the late hours of the
evening or early hours of the
mortling-just to be ahle to get ice
time. That situation too has improved. Worthington, Minnesota,
a town about 60 miles from Sioux
Center, is building an arena that
will be completed by November
1. "They are very happy to have
us use their facilities," says
Elgersma. Team players will also
help coach youth leagues for the
local community.
Although the Dordt hockey
team will continue to operate as
a club, the new arrangement will
put them in a league of other
hockey clubs playing on a regular
schedule. The number of games
played will increase, but instead
of scheduling games whenever
they can fit them in and planning
long tours to Canada over
Christmas break to find teams to
play, the team will compete on
Friday nights and Saturday
afternoons.
As excited as he and the players
are about the new league and
facilities, Elgersma emphasizes
that hockey at Dordt is part of a
broader liberal arts education. "I
want students to come here for
the education that Dordt offers,"
he says. For those who enjoy it,
playing good hockey is part of
that educational experience.

"Beginning next fall
Dordt's hockey team
will join the
Northern Conference
of the Central States
Hockey Association,
playing against
NCAA Division II."
9

Alumni

Alumni choir returns to Europe
"The Alumni Choir
will iriclude 47
members from
across North
America-from
Alberta to Florida,
from Arizona to Indiana."

of Professor Dale Grotenhuis will
begin a two-week tour of The
Netherlands on June 21. Their

three days of intensive rehearsal.
Following a concert in the chapel
on June 20, they will leave for
The Netherlands.
The trip is a good mix of work
and fun. Although the choir will

itinerary

present many concerts, they will

The

Dordt

College

Alumni Choir under the direction

includes

Dokkum,

Leeuwarden, Kampen, Aandijk,
Willemstadt, and Urk.
The tour's repertoire features
works of such classic composers

as Handel, Purcell, Mozart,
Faure, and many others. The
choir will also be singing pieces

and arrangements by Grotenhuis.
The Alumni Choir will include
47 members from across North

America-from
Alberta to
Florida, from Arizona to Indiana.
Choir members will arrive on
Dordt's campus on June 18 for

also tour many historic and scenic
areas in The Netherlands.

As on the previous tour to
Holland, the choir will be accompanied on the organ by Christiaan
Teeuwsen. Teeuwsen is a 1980

graduate of Dordt and a former
member of the Concert Choir. He
has studied organ under Klaas
Bolt at the Sweelinck Conservatory of Music in Amsterdam
and presently is Professor of
Music at Redeemer College in
Ancaster, Ontario.
0

California alumni hold hostess dinner
Nearly
75
people
attended the second annual Dordt
Alumni Hostess dinner held in
Chino, California, on May 12. A
skit and some musical numbers

by attending alumni rounded out
the evening.
Three new members of the

local chapter board were elected;
Carla (Mouw) Kleinjan (ex '83),

Wendel Buys ('84), and Darwin
Dykstra ('82). Retiring members
are Randy Mouw (ex '81),
Elgene VanOyk ('72), and Kathy
VanZyl ('ex '69).
Everyone had a very enjoyable
time, writes Kathy Van Zyl. "1
think we have bejun to build a
solid foundationfor Dordt alumni
in this area, she says.
0

Vander Griend alumni: Mike and Judy Vanderkwaak
Boer ('S9},Marilyn, and Char Bledsoe.

('87), Jerry and Lavonne

Alumni board profile:
Marilyn Vander Griend

I

graduated from Dordt
in 1961 when it was still a twoyear college. Howard Vander
Griend and I were married that
summer and we lived in Sheldon,
Iowa, where I taught in the Christian school. The following year
Dordt offered a third year, but
since we had already started a
family I decided I would stay at
home and be a full-time
homemaker.
Coming to Iowa was a big
change for me. I was born in Oak
Harbor, Washington. Although I
was the first student at Dordt
from Washington, two others
joined me during my second year
here.
My husband is the manager of

the Farmer's Coop Elevator in
Sheldon and we have three
daughters and one son. Char
graduated in 1985, Pat in 1987,
and Lavonne in 1989. They were
all married in 1987-which made
for an interesting year. This year
is also exciting since we are look-

ing forward to three grandchildren: one in Indianapolis; one
in Abbotsford, British Columbia;
and one in Hull, Iowa. I guess we
will be doing lots of traveling.
Our son tried Dordt for one
semester (at Mom's prodding)but
decided a technical college suited
him better.
We enjoy being close to Dordt
and attending concerts, ball
games, andhomecoming. 0

Catch up with old
friends at

August

10-12

Registration deadline is
August 3. If you haven't
received registration materials,
call collect 712-722-6022.

M.
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Four-year-old makes medical history
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7-year-old Joel were tested for
compatibility. None of them was
a suitable donor so doctors went
through the National Bone Marrow Transplant Registry to locate
another donor. By September a
donor had been found, a

Syndrome to receive a bone mar-

remarkable blessing since such

row transplant from an unrelated,
matched donor.

matches require the right match

Hunter's
Syndrome
is a
degenerative disease in which the
victim lacks an essential enzyme

On February 28 doctors
harvested a sample of Mark's

needed
breakdown
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Ruth,

according to Ruth. Before that
neither she and her husband nor
the doctors could determine why
Mark suffered constantly from
congestion, fluid in his ears-he
has required tubes in his ears

an enlarged

liver.

"It took a lot of perseverance
and constant initiative on our part

in an isolation unit and given

chemotherapy to kill the rest of
his bone marrow. On March 12
he received the transplant.
The following days and weeks
were a long wait for his blood
counts to rise to steady and safe
levels. By April I, he was out of
strict isolation. "It was wonder-

ful to touch him again without
surgical gloves," says Ruth.
In reflecting on the experience

Ruth says, "We realize how close
God was to us each step of the
way. We felt him answering
specific prayers each day. And
we felt the support of hundreds of
friends,

relatives,
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Mark
and
Stevenson

and church

to get to the bottom of it, " Ruth
recalls. "We were dealing with
symptoms all of the time instead
of getting a diagnosis."
The diagnosis finally came last

people praying for us. "
"We praise God for bringing
Mark through the transplant,"
Ruth says. "And as we await the

March when some of Mark's

results of several crucial enzyme

blood was sent to the Children's
Hospital of Philadelphia for ex-

level tests before the success can
be determined, we entrust Mark

tensive testing.

to God's care."

0

Future Defenders

•

touch him again
without surgical
gloves."

of six antigens.

For nearly five weekshe was kept

the disease wasn't diagnosed until he was three years old,

"It was wonderful to

and

car-

bohydrates making up his cells.
Since his body cannot break them
down properly, they become

three times-and

Dave,

marrow as a precaution against
rejection of the donor marrow.

Mark was born with MPS, but

Ie

necessary,

the

stored in organs, bone, and brain.
)-

After the diagnosis was made
and doctors determined that a
bone marrow transplant was

Last year David and Ruth
(Gerritsma, '75)
Stevenson
learned that their four-year-old
son, Mark, had a disease they had
never heard of. This year he
underwent surgery that has made
medical history.
Mark is the first person in the
United States with mucopolysaccharidoses Type II or Hunter's

Rog and Marjean (Van Maanen) Buys (ex'73,'72),
Tyler Ross, 1/17/90
Phil and Mary (Mouw,ex'73)
Post, Solomon Jeremiah, 4/23/90
Harlan and Donna (Intveld) De Vries ('74,ex'77),
Krista Janae, 113/90
Bryan and Peggy (Nugteren) MolIema (ex'74,'7S),
Peter James, SII3/S9
Dennis and Kathy (Koning,75)
Kok, Klazina Lynn (Kaylinn), 2/2S/90
Bernie and Carol (Verhoeven) Gabrie1se ('75,ex'77),
Erinna Sue, 1/12/90
Stephen and Sberyl (Galema,'7S)
Starn, Michelle Ruth, 3/22/90
Jim and Barb (Geerdes, '76) Jochems, Rachel Lynn, 3/20/90
Dr. Robert Klein and Judy Schreur ('79,'S2), Shannon Lee, 4/21190
Jim and Rev (Nikkel,ex'SO) Van Zee, Kimberly Jo, 4/10/90
Jim and Sue <Hulst) De Young ('SO, 'SO), Ellen Marie, 5/15/90
Alvin and Sherry (Byerly,'SO) Vas, Michael Wayne, 4/2S/90
Fred and Teresa (Zuidhof, '81) Reitsma, Sonia Helene, 10/12/89
David and Dot Vruwink ('81), Nathanael Isaiah, 3/1190
Vernon and Betty (Van 1.oo,'SI) Boon, Ryan Jay, born 2/3/90, adopted 3/10/90
Elroy and Mary (Jongsma) Houtsma ('SI,'SI),
April Noelle, 5/14/90
Greg and Marg (Bakker) Kuiper ('SI,'SI),
Janelle Leanne, 4/14/90
John and Christina (Bruinooge,'SI)
Verkerk, Monique Tilly and Michelle
Connie, 2/25/90
(The late) Randall James and JoEllen (Visser) Poel ('81,'S2), David Randall
James, 3123/90
Jeff and Karen (DeBoer,'S2)
Althuis, Cynthia Karen, 2/14/90
Jack and Gayle (Smith, 'S2) Griede, Matthew Dale, 3/4/90
David and Jeanne (Einfeld) Iwema ('S2,ex'S4), Nathan Andrew, 4/21190
Peter and Diane (Houtsma, 'S3) Tiemersma, Cynthia Trientje, 4/16/90
Brian and Denise (Moore) Gritters ('S3,'S6), Brittany Dawn, 3/26/90
Brian and Sandy (Meyer,'S3)
Polet, Michael James, 2/19/90
Tony and Deb Brummel (ex.'S3), Alyssa Anne, born 8/19/89, adopted 9/15/S9
Melvin and Peggy (Gifford) Nieuwenhuis (ex.'S3, 'S4), Hannah Melissa, 3/20/90
Robert and Janice (Walters) Drenten ('84, 'S3), Sarah Christine, 3/26/90
Henry and Karen (Van Gilst,'S4) Doorn, Megan Lynnae, 3/27/90
Charlie and Rhonda (Jacobsma, '84) Byma, David Allen, 2/2S/90
David and Gayle (Mulder) Kroon ('S4, '86), Anna Sue, 11120/89
Gene and Sue (Vedders, '85) De Bruin, Danielle Marie, 4/24/90
John and Susan Vanden Hoek ('S5), Kayla Ann, 2/1S/9O
Albert and Ruth (Jager) Siebring ('86, '86), Breanna Mae, S/27/S9
Loren and Sandi (Bohlsen) Van Middendorp
('S6,'S6), Zane Micah, born
9/10/89 in Seoul, adopted 2/2/90
Dan and Julie (Van Gernert,ex'S8)
Ymker, Joel Daniel, 4/6/90

Alumni

Rutb

(Gerritsma,

'75)

Notes

Bernie
and Carol
(Verboeven)
Gabrielse
('75,ex'77)
live in Chino,
California.
Bernie
owns Brinderson/Kroeze Dairy Lines and BDL Construction.
Carol
enjoys
being
a
homemaker.
Jim and Barb (Geerdes, '76) Jochems
live in Pella, Iowa, where Jim is a
mechanic working on industrial equipment
for Vermeer
Mfg. and Barb is a
homemaker.
Stephen and Sheryl (Galema, '78) Starn
are living in Oskaloosa, Iowa. Sheryl
keeps busy at home with their three
children, as wen as giving piano and organ
lessons, occasionally substitute teaching,
and playing the organ for their church.
Stephen is employed at Vermeer Manufacturing in Pella.
Leanne Jelgerhuis ('7S) was chosen
teacher-of-the-year in McKinley County,
New Mexico. Jelgerhuis, a second grade
teacher, has taught at Rehoboth Christian
for eight years. Two years ago she took
a year's leave to teach in the Philippines,
where she tutored four children of missionaries. Her experience in the Philippines has broadened her as a person, she
says. "It gave me confidence and a
broader view of the world. I talk: more
about world events with my second
graders now. And I've taught them songs
in the Illongo language, which they enjoy."
Peggy (Nugteren) Mollema ('7S) is an
administrator for Bethshan Association
which operates residential facilities for
developmentally
disabled adults. The
building that she administers is located in
Palos Heights, Illinois, and houses 45
residents. Her husband, Bryan (ex'74),
is a project technician with Fellowes
Manufacturing. He is responsible for installing and maintaining their computercontrolled assembly lines.

Alvin and Sherry (Byerly, 'SO) Vos live
in Lynden, Washington, where Alvin is
a partner in his family's nursery business
and Sherry is a homemaker. Their oldest
son, David, is three.
Vernon and Betty (Von 1.00, '8t) Boon
live in Sumas, Washington, on a dairy
fann. Betty is a full-time mother to Stacy,
3, and Ryan.

Graeme and Paula (Arnold) Dondale
('83, '81) are living in Acton, Ontario.
Paula runs her own business, "KUDDLEKIDS,"
selJing environmentally
friendly baby products. She also runs a
daycare in her home. Graeme works as
an estimator/job coordinator for a construction company.
Kevin Vande Stn:ek ('8t) will be moving from Fulton, Illinois, where he was
athletic director, coach, and teacher at
Unity Christian High. Kevin will be the
new men's basketball coach and an instructor of health and physical education

for Sioux Falls
September.

College

beginning

in

Charlie and Rhonda (Joeobsma,'84)
Byma live in Bellflower,
California.
Charlie is a plumber and manager of the
office. Rhonda is a bookkeeper at Bank
of America.
Robert Mledoma ('85) has moved from
Coral Springs, Florida, where he taught
junior high science at the Christian school,
to Redlands, California, where he also
teaches junior high science at a Christian
school there. His wife, Lisa, is a 4th grade
teacher's assistant.
Vicki Veldman
('S6) works for a
defense contractor in Washington D.C. as
a software engineer.

Marriage
Robert Miedema ('S5) and Lisa Landis,
December 16, 19S9.

CORRESPONDENCE CLIPPING
We at Dordt College are interested in hearing how you are
doing and what kinds of events are happening in your life.
Please fill out the coupon below and mail to: Alumni Association, Dordt College, Sioux Center, Iowa 51250.
D Becoming One
o In Memoriam
o Future Defenders
o Alumni News
o Address Change
Name
Year
Address
News ItemlSuggestion(s)
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Parent's Day
Saturday, October 27
Highlights of the weekend include
Friday evening Fall Music Festival
Saturday
Brunch with the president
Campus life sectional for parents
Soccer game
Free time to browse and visit
Dinner with students and fellow parents
Reformation Rally
with former president B.J. Haan as speaker
Ice cream social

Further information will be mailed later.
For more information contact:
Rebecca Niemeyer, 712-722-6005

The Voice, an outreach of Dordt College, is sent to you as alumni and friends
of Christian higher education. The Voice is published in October, December,
February, April, and June to share information about the programs, activities, and
needs of the college.
Send address corrections and correspondence to VOICE, Dordt College, Sioux
Center, IA 51250
Editiarial Committee
Sally Jcngsma, editor
Jennifer Schelhaas, student assistant
Lavonne Bolkema, staff writer
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